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In Luke 24:48, Jesus says, "You shall be my witnesses", In the next
verse He adds the following qualification, “But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high". Many people today are
believing that the move of the Holy Spirit, known as the charismatic
renewal, is serving to equip the church for it's task of being witnessas
%o Our Lord. The church is baing clothed with power from on high in
order that it's mission might be accomplished. 1In this issue of
'Servant' we take a look at evangelism in today's warld.

In order to look at things from a different perspective than the one

we have become so asquainted with in the Western World, we feature two
articles representing different aspects of evangelism through the
experience of missionaries working in India, a country that is almost
totally pagan, Dave Andrews has spent several years working, firstly,
among those seekers caught up in the drug trail, and recently among the
indigenous Indian people in and around New Delhi. Brother abraham, as

he prefers to be known, has been used of God in bringing many of his I
fellow countrymen to Christ in the South of India where some twenty new
churcnes have sprung up during the past few yoars.

Also, we 1nclude ar article by Rob McCarthy who has been involved in
evangelism through the ministry of a group called 'Country Gospel’ in
and around South Australia since being converted several years ago. i
Peter Jasprizza offers some things to think about in his article
"Becoming a Christian - Before and aAfter", based on factors that
influenced him in his own conversion to Christ. Karl Brettig
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Peter & Company

DAVID ANDREWS

I would like to share same thoughts

and feelings I have about the church.

I say thoughts and feelings, since what
I have to share is much more personal
and impressionistic than professional
and definitive. These thoughts and
feelings have been influenced by e~
counter with the church as it manifested
itself at the beginning, ard as it's
genesis is given in the first few
chapters of Acts.

THE, NATURE OF THE CHURCH

"Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the Mount calied Olivet, which is necar
Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journeu away;
and when they haed ontored they went up
to the upper room, where they were
staying, Peter and John and James and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew; James the son of Alphaues
and Simon the Zealont and Judags the

son af James. All these with one accord
devoted themselves to prayer, togother
with women and Mary thc mcther of Jesus,
and with his brothers." (Acts 1:12-14)

The church's moment is almost come. It
is about to enter into the stage of
human history. It's protagonists and
proponents arc waiting off stage in

the wings. It is only a matter of time
before the drama of the church is un-
feolded before the watching world.

Yet the actexs, those who will make up
the actual cast of the church, seem an
unlikely lot. Even now at this, their
most auspicious hour, with this their
most important role, they remain an
unimpressive group who may aspire to
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attain much but who are wery far from
perfect. Take Peter, who is first on
the list (v 13) and the first to lead
out in the drama (v 15), for example.
Peter is quite impetuwous. He forbade
Christ to go to the cross when he was
told ¢f his intent to do so. And Peter
is Qquite passionate. BHe fought against
Christ's going to the cros. <v:m when
his doing so was inevitable. No doubt
Peter is daring. He followed Christ
when no one else would. Bt in the

end he is as scared as anyone else.

He too forsook Christ. Peter can prove
to be very determined. He left his
nets to be made a fisher of men instead.
But Peter is also prone to vascillating
despair. He was the first to return

to the nets he had left te go fishing
again. Peter seems to be that Kind

of person to whom it would not only

be difficult but also dangerous to
entrust any important responsibility.
Peter is that disastrous combination of
equal amounts of zealousness and
unreliability.

Yet the point iz that it is to this
Peter and those 1in his company that

the responsibility of the church is
entrusted. "I tell you" says the Lord,
"you are Peter (the little rock, and

on this rock I will build my church....
I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven and
whatever ye loose on the earth shall

be loosed in heaven" (Mth 16:18,19).
This is almost inceredible. It is not
to pure and proven paragons of perfect-
ion that the identity and destiny of
the church is entrusted. It is to
Peter and Company, whe are far from
pure and who are proven only in failure.
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1f we do not accept this peint then we
will ignore or reject the visible church
in reality, people with great potential
but with equally great imperfections,

for tne sake af some invisible ideal,
a utopian nope; or we will try To take

the visible church reality, those same
people, and sgueeze them into the mould
of what the invisible ideals would
seem to us to be, our own particular
version of utopian hope. But in both
cases there would be no commitment in
reality, all rhetoric aside, to the
church. Aand actually this is often the
case in the contemporary situation.
We are so committed to the "bride of
christ" that we do net communc with
the prostitutes, the pimps. the gency-—
allv impure people of whom it is com-
prised. We are s0 commitied to Christ
that we try to maxe everybady nice

and orderly, neat and tidy, conformed
to the image of Christ, Qvernight or
damn them. In this matter our words
only indicate what is said; our deeds
indicate what is done. There is very
little commitment to the church as
people who are striving but finite,
struggling but frail.

However if we do acceot that the church
is made up of such people as failing
as you and I, then our commitment to
the church means being committed to
very beautiful, but often very enfur-
+ing people to constructively, slowly
surely, release each person's
potential, each qroup's part in the
drama fory which they are destined. It
is with exactly this point in mind that
Paul writes to the church at Thessal-
onica and streases thne neced for this
kIhd of commitment. 'Be at peacc
among yourselves....rebuke the unruly,
encourage the discouraged, relieve tiwe
weak...be patient with them ali,....
tinstead of heing frustrated and angry
be long suffering and never give upi.
See that none of you repays evil for
evil, but always seek to do good to
one another and to all. (Make sure
you act, not react. And that you act
productively, not counter productively.
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And then net once, but always. and
that, not to one, but to all.)”
{1 Thess. 13h-15)

"when the dayw of Pentccost was come,
they (Peter and John and James and
Andrew and Philip and Thomas, Barthol-
omew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphagus and Simon the Zealot and
Judas the son of James. All these
wlth one accord, with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brothers) were all in cne place.
And suddenly @ sound came from heaven
like the rush of a mighty wind and

it filled all the house where they
were sitting., And there appeared to
them tongues of fire distrituted and
resting on each one of them. And
they were filled with the MHoly Spirit
and began to. speak in other tongues
as the Spirit gave them utterance...
And at thls sound the multitude camc
together and they were bewildered
because overyone heard them speaking
{about the mighty works of Cod}) in
their own language (Acts Z:vs I-4,6
fActs 1:13=14).).

The church's moment 1s now come. The
rusn of a michty wind becomes the
signal of it's beginning. The trust

of a tongue of fire to each actor in
the events to come is the catalyst.

The waiting in the wings 1S now over.
And in one movement tne drama of the
church commences as the cast make for
the streets with the muiti-lingual saga
of the mighty acts of God.

Yet those whe makc vp this membership
of this are astually guite an odd
collection of diverse and different
characters. &aAnd there sesems to be
little organisation or regqulation,

1f anything of that sort is there at
all, to activate and unite such a
disparate group of pecple inteo such

a remarkable maovement. There are
difforences in sox, very serious in
this social c¢ontext. There arce differ-
ences in age, a generation at least
between some in this situation. There
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arc disparaties in personality and
approach. Maryv Macddeline is this kind
of person who is nhappy to accept the
fact of the resurrection at face wvalue.
Perhaps a little naive. Thomas the
Twin i3 the kind of person wno will
avcept 4 fact like the resurrection
only if firat there is valid proof.
Probably a bit cynical. There are
disparaties in politics and position.
Mattnew, a collaborating tax collector,
must have had very convenient politics
and a very <osy niche in society.
Simon, a radical zealot, must have

had very explosive politics and a very
precarious corner in society. Then
perhaps too there are alreddy dispar-
aties in dogma and theology. Peter
very definitely emphasized Christ's
being for the complete cosmos. Peter
and company are as disparate a group
4s a poorly conceived and contrived
pelitical coalition that is barely
here today and none believe will he
here tomorrow,

Yet the point is it -is to Peter and
Company that the responsibility of

the mission of the church is entrusted.
“You shsll be my witnesses," says the
Lord, "in Jerusalem and ip all Judea
and Samaria and to the uttermost parts
of the earth”. The prerequisite is

not that they set up an crganisation
with the pertinant regulations based
on the proper dogmas to which all
members of the group must uniformly
conform. The prerequisite is instead
that they simply be committed to Christ
as lord and be activated and united

by His Spirit. “You shall receive
(this) power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you.” (Acts 1:8).

If we do not accept this then we will
ignore or reject the visible church
reality, the people with their definite
multifarious differences, for an in-
visible ideal of undifferentiated
fellowship, or we will try to take the
visible c¢hurch reality, those people
with their confounding differences,

Bugust 1979 SERVANT MAGAZINE

vk

g F4

and try to force them into what scems
to us to bhe the invisible church ideal,

which means, excluding from our feollow-
ship those with any differences to our—

selves, Both thesc cases involve no
commitment to the church as it is.

And actually this is often true of
today. We go from one perscn to an-
other, one group to another, scecking
the ideal of undifferentiated fellow-
ship, forsaking in the process all

the people who do not conform to the
ideal. Or we go to one person or

group of people, seek to impose upon
the implications of the "means of grace"
or "word and Sacraments", the true
concept of the “body of Christ" and
pronounce all those who refuse to
accept this impesition of uniformity

as anathema or apostate, Of course

we don't say this outright. To say

so would be outrageous. But we do this
outright. And this really is outrag-
eous. There is very little commitment
to the church as people who are diverse
and different but still equally accept-
able and responsible participants
together in the Spirit.

llowever, if we do accept this, tlhat
the church is made up of such pcople,
as different as vou ané 1, then our
commitment to the church means being
committed to peorple who arc difierent
from us and our friends, ir class,
caste, custom, culture, even in denom-
ination and doctrine, to devolop the
implications of our mutual activity
and unity in all areas of faith, love
and life as we are intended to do.
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THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

"Now the company of those who believed
were of one heart and soul, and ho-
one said that any of the things which
he possessed were his own, but they
had everything in common. And with
great power the apostles gave test-
imony to the resurection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them
ali"s (Acts 4:32,33).

The mission the church assumed is
summarized here with the explanation
of two of its most important emphases.
The first is to be love. And the
spirit and practice of this love is
pointed out (in v 32). The second is
to bring life. And the example and
experience of life is pointed out

{in v 38). The consequence of this
mission being assumed by the chuxch
is succinctly stated: “great grace
was upon them all” (v 33).

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH -

TO BE LOVE

"3 new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another; even as
I have loved you, that you also love
one another. By them shall all men
know that you are my disciples, 1if
»n have love for ane another.”

{In. 13:34,35)

The Lord made it very clear that a
salient characteristic of the church
ocught to be revolutionary quality of
love which was consistent with His
own spirit and practica of lave.

Genuine love is what all men crave

for, which Christ came to share and

to which the church calls men and
women. If genuine love is not really
there, then there is nothing f£or which
man will crave, nothing from Christ
which we can share, nothing to which
the church can cail men and women.

This is the "pearl of great price”
about which Jesus spoke, With this the
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church needs no advertising etc., yet
men will sell all that they have for
it. Without this, the church will need
all the advertising it can get, yet

men will want nothing to do with it.

Thus right at the beginning of the
church a salient characteristic was
genuine love, "“There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were
possessors of lands and houses, sold
them, and brought the proceeds of what
they had sold and laid It at the apo-
stles’® = feet, and distribution was
made to each as any had need!” (Acts
4:34,35}. They made sure they Xnew
each other's needs. They made sure
they met each other's needs. They made
sure, even if it meant foregoing or
going witheout their own things. The
example of Barnabas is presented

{Acts 4:36,37). Apparently he exempl-
ified the spirit, and the practice that
was to be implemented. He shared with
other people at the expense ¢f his own
property, without compulsion (v 36),
without pretense (v 37) with compassien
{he was nicknamed the son of encourage-
ment - v 36} and with respect (he
orderly laid it at the apostles® feet).

If we are going to be involved in this
mission of the church of genuine love,
then this is where we too must start,
Making sure we know one another's needs.

Making sure we meet one ancther's needs,
even at our own expense. Without

compulsion or pretense. With compass-
ion and respect.

Now this will not be without problems.
It wasn't for the early church. There
was the problem of hypocrisy in contr-
ibution of property with a couple knowr
as Ananias and Saphira (Acts 5:12).‘
There was the problem of disparity 1in
distribution of property experienced
be Hellenists at the hand of the
Hebrews (Acts 6:1). Yet these proklems
were not without solutions. They were
solved and solved speedily. Through
leadership on the one hand, through

the people on the other, In the first
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case by styxict discipline: (Acts 5:3-8a,
and in the second case by sensible
delegation (Acts 6:2«6).

If we are going to he involved in the
church then this is where we too must
succeed. We must acknowledge the
problems, not put them aside. We

must act upon the problem, not hope

it will solve itself. We must bring
the problems to a solution and bring
them to a solution speedily. And in
deing so with due regard to leadership
and to people.

Now notice the response. "a deep
sense of one swept over....all those
whe heard about it”. (Acts 5:11)
Philips). And an increasing number of
people indicated their desire to join
together with the disciples (Acts 6:7),
When genuine love is there, a reality
that takes into acc¢ount people's sin-
fulness and differences and that
transforms their destructive potential
into productive developments, men and
wonen discover that for which they
crave, understand what Christ came to
share and desire that to which the
church is ¢alling them.

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH ~

TO BRING LIFE

"I am the resurrection and the life,

he who believes in me, though he die,

yet shall he live, and whoever lives

and believes in me shall never die”
(In. 11:25,26)

The Lord made it very clear that one
of the strongest qualities of the
church ought to be a resurrected
quality of life which was consistent
with his own example and experience of
life.

The great reality which confronts men
in all it's various forms, physically,
psychologically, socially, spiritually,
politically, is death. This great
reality relentlessy and ruthlessly
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defeats men at all different levels,

in discouragement, disorientation,
debilitation, disintegration and destr-
uction. And men and women everywhere
made for life in the death of this and
that and ultimately in the death of
themselves and their society crave

life. It is to this reality that Christ
addressed himsclf and it is against
this reality of the death that he
inaugurated the counter reality of life,
This is the “"mustard seed” that Jesus
spoke about in which the birds of the
air can make their nest, find a place
of peace, protection and help. Indeed

a place that produces life.

If we bring life into the affairs of
ordinary men and wemen around us then,
whatever else we fatl to do, we will
have succeeded in that which is really
worthwhile. If we do not bring them
life, then whatever else we succeed in,
whether it be ecclessiastical organ-
isation or 2ealous evangelism, we will
have failed to do that which is really
worthwhile.

Thus right at the beginning of the
church, a strong characteristic was
giving life. “Now many signs and
wonders were done among the people by
the hands of the apostles...so that
they even came out sick Into the
streets, and laid them on beds and
pallets, that as Peter came by at least
his shadow might fall on some of them,
The people also gathered from the towns
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick

and those afflicted with unclean spirits
and they waere healed", (Acts 5:12~16).
The church confronted diseases and
demons and manifested the ability to
deal with death-dealing forces in these
forms as they affected folk in their
daily duties and delivered to them,
then and there, some substantilal
measure of life. All this was done
"in" the midst of the people, by the
hands of the apostles'. (v 12}.

"and the angel of the Lord said, "Go
stand in the temple and speak the full
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message of this new life"...And every
day in the temple and at home they aid
not cease teaching and preaching Jesus
as the Christ” [(Acts 5:20,42}. There
was teaching and preaching by the church.
But it was not about abstract doctrines
or beautiful ideals, it was about the
life-death battle that was going on
hefore evervbody., It was about the
reasons for the presence of death. It
was about the reasons for the presence
of life, And it was, above all, about
the triumph over cdeath of life in Jesus
of Nazareth, the Messiah. And all this
went on "in the temple and at home",
"everyday”. (v 42}.

If we are going te be invelved in this
mission of the church of giving life,
this too, is where we must start.

with action before instruction. With
action that breaks into situations and
circumstances of death, be they temporal
or spiritual, personal or political,
and brings into these very situations
and circumstances, life. With actian
that can be inspected by the crowds.
With action that is representative of
Christ. With instruction after action.
With instruction that brings out the
source, indeed the Savicur of life in
situations and circumstances of death.
With instruction that involves declar-
ation and dialogue. With instruction
that is integrated into daily living.

Now this will not be without its
problems either. It wasn't for the
early church. There was the preoblem
that many people and many principal-
ities had vested interests in the
status gquo. Irrespective of the fact
that the status que involved suffering
for others, these people and princip-
alities fought to protect it since
they derived from it status ang sec-
urity, position and powexr. The High
Priest and Saduccees Party, members
of the Sanhedran, the government at
that time and the guardians of the
status quo, were filled with jealousy
(Acts 5:17), Concerning the activity
of the church since it called inte
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questlon and challenged quite categ-
orically everything on which they
steod and for which they stood.
Accordingly they used their authority,
arrested the apostles, put them in
prison (Acts 5:8). Yet in this
problem, the apostles perceived oppor-
tunity to prove their sincerity, (v 41)
and tc speak of their Saviour (v 29-
30} . By being beaten, they proclaimed
their assurance and strength &f life,
even when confronted hy the immincnce
of their own death {v 40). By being
civilly Giscobedient, they protested
against a society that institution-
alized the death of others to serve
it's pwn end (v 30,31) .

Ig we are going to be involved in the
mission of the church, this too, is
where we must succeed, We must, as we
are breaking into sivuations of deatr,,
bringirg life into these situations,
expect to be opposed by those who are
benefitting from the situation as it
is, he they people or principalities,
and we must be prepared to take this
very opposition, and use it as anp
opportunity to proclaim inimitable

life, and protest institutionalized
death.

Notice the response, "Now in those

Qags....the disciples were increasing
in number" (Acts €:1). When the life
that is given, is able to transform
the threat of death into a triumph

of life. and the Iife that is given is
able to take on, not only individ-
ualized death, but also institution~
alized death, ther men and women dis-
cover that for which they crave, that
which Christ came to share and that
to which the c¢hurch is calling them.

This, in form and effect, is what
the mission of the church is all about,
- Dave Andrews

Dave Andrews, his wife Antonia, and
their small child, are currently
wgrk@ng in India establishing a
missionary church.
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Reaching Out

As a cnild T wasn't either brought up
to go to church, or was 1 baptisecd.

In fact, I must have set foot 1n a
church only about twice in ny life
hofore I became a Cnristian. In spite
of this however, 1 was challenged

by certain carols and hymns that I used
to play on the piano, certain films

I saw and I can even remember listen-
ing to a Billy Graham Crusade on the
radio, back in the days when they used
to have geood things on radio when I
was about twelwve years old. I felt
challenged at that point, but this
receded during my teens.

Then I began to play in a country
hluegrass 2and that did a lot of
television work, and we used to sing
guite a few gospel songs, oddly enough.
We did them because we liked the
Harmony and they were part of the
Lradition. Every time we uscd to sing
some of the songs akout Jesus, I

would get a little shiver up my spine.

Then a guy named Anteon Hochwald came
and witnessed to me cn a few occasions
in my late teens and early twenties.

I was working with him at the time,
ancé this had an effect on me. A seed
was SOown.

Some time later, I ended ugp in a
sitvation in which my whole life
crumpled around me. I had been into
Hinduism and had searched the Hindu
Scraiptures. I thought that Yoga etc.
would ke the answer, but I soon found
that it was all my own efforts, and I
wWas goilng nownere.

Wrat I really needed was love and
forgiveness. The name of Jesus still
bothered me, aven when it was mentioned
by the Hindu gurus. Ffinally, my whole
life collapsed and I cried out to Jesus
ore night. I just know he was there.
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At the same time, I met my wife, Sandra,
who told me some of the basics of the
gospel., Finally she got me te go aleng
t& a Lutheran church where a certain
pastor, Clem Koch, was thumping away
with a sermon. I didn't like what he
was saying one bit. He was talking
about the fact that we were all sinners
and it wasn't fair because he was
talking about me. Being a good Luther-
an rastor, he then proclaimed a bit of
qgospel as well and I thought that soun-
ded pretty good. 1 arranged to have a
long talk with him, I spent many hours
talking and debating with him about
other religions, but he had the patience
and wisdom to let me talk myself into

a brick wall and £inally answer all

my own questions. Sandra bought me

a modern translation of th2 Bible and

I started reading it. I would read it
every night, and it was as though I

was really there when it happened, as

I read the gospel of Matthew. I was
xeally convicted by the sermon on the
Mount.

I was really struck by the words of
John 3:36, that he who has the So=
already has eternal life. That final
realization from God's Word really
brought home the fact that I was really
saved,

BE WARY OF FORMULAS

In sharing the gospel with others I
tend to be a bit wary of formulas.

God uses you where you are. Praise

God that He has used me to lead several
persons to receive Jesus Christ. In my
work situation for example, I was led
to speak with several members of the
staff and some of them have accepted
Jesus over the years. T get the
impression that it was in spite of me,
and not because of me, in many cases,
I'd like to share some points which
you may find helpful.
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1.BE SURE OF YOUR OWN SALVATION

I find that the meost important thing
in witnesiaing the gospel, is first to
be sure of your own salvation. If it's
a reality to you both from Scripture
and in experience, then you can speak
of it with authority. The Holy Spirit
can use us as a channel to proclaim
the Gospel. He is the one who will
convict the person, but He will use
us to proclaim the gospel with
authority.

2 PRAYER IS IMPORTANT

It's also important that we pray for

people., The Lord will lead us to 5.USE MUSIC
pecple whose hearts He has prepared
to receive the gospel as we seek Him Music can be used in the proclamation
in prayer. of the Gospel. Our group, Country
Gospel, is pretty strait laced. We
3 RELATE CLOSELY TO PECPLE play gospel music and it's very
direct gospel music. I believe the
We also need to relate to people gospel can stand on its own two feet
closely. It's no good slinging and can be proclaimed directly with
theological terms at them if they power. People either respond to it or
don't understand them, We must be reject it.
willing to try and explain what we're
on about in terms of our own exper-— As long as the music doesn't bhecome the
ience, as well as Scripture and message, God uses different forms of
history, always being careful to keep music to proclaim the message. Gospel
to the central theme of the gospel. music isn't new to Christian worship
Many people try to side step the and life. It's always been part of it.
ssue of their own personal relation— Many pe_ople throughout history have
saip with God, while at the same time come to Christ simply through hearing
witnessing quite boldly to our awn Christian music.

experience of Christ,

& .CALL FOR & RESPONSE I
4DON'T TRY TO WIN AN ARGUMENT

Romans 10:9 says that wheever cenfesses

Gu—

We should learn to answer questions with his mouth that Jesus is Lord and
ahout problems in the church and believes that God raised Him from
aspects of it's history. It's very deatn will be savéd. So I believe
easy however, to end up trying to that it's important to make some sort
win an argument rather than trying to of confession of faith, A person can
win the person toc Christ. Above all, confess this by his confirmation and
there must be love in your heart for nig life, A& persen car also make a
the person, so that your concern is tangible response by making some sort
for their salvation, and not for you of public committment, With our own
to prove that you've got something group we would personally like to have
they haven't got. some scrt of "altar call"™, put only on

PAGE 9 zugust 1979 SERVANT MAGAZINE



up and of course that this method is
approved by the particular church we

are working with, In our Lutheran
church this could also be a valid way
of ministry. There should not be any
compulsion, but it is impoertant that
the opportunity should be given in a
loving way. I believe the church
would be richer if there could be
some sort of public response to the
call of Christ. If people really want
to commit their lives to Christ, is
it too much te ask them to get up out
of their seats and stand out in front
of the Body of Christ?

7.GOSPEL, CUTREACH AND WORSHIP

Some of our methodology is perhaps
limiting. 1It's wonderful to see
dialogue evangelism where people are
actually going from house to house,

I really believe a gospel outreach
service could be a regular part of
the ongoing life of the church, and
many more pecple could be reached.

We have to lock at the results of our
outreach and recognise that while
other churches are growing rapidly

as a result of their outreach, our
own is not growing as it could he,
Many people today have a chip on their
shoulder about the old stale worship
service and would be challenged by

a joyous praise and worship, and
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a powerfully preached gospel message,
followed by an opportunity to commit
themselves to Christ.

USE OF THE MEDIA

We also need to place more efforts
into areas like the media. Many
churches are using television to great
effect as a means of reaching people.

ECUMENICAL WITNESS

Another means of witness that the Lord
is blessing today is the range of
ecumenical activities. It's not that
Lutherans should compromise being
Lutherans, but that we should mix with
other Christians in order to offer
something to the whole body and to
learn from other traditions. Each
denomination has it's particular
strengths which can be shared with the
whole Body of Christ. For myself, it
has been an extracrdinary blessing to
work with many denominations and I'm
sure that our Christian life has been

greatly enriched by this experience,

10.

POWER TO PROCTAIM

Finally the mystery of evangelism is
that I am not able to witness in my own
strength. One of the great promises of
God is His promise of the Holy Spirit
to empower us to proclaim this gospel.
God never said go out and proclaim it
in words and in the flesh. He gives
us the power and the autheority in the
Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who
teaches us all things. He is the
Comforter. He glorifies Christ, he
convicts the people, He has a vital
and essential role to play in evangelism.
I also believe that the chuxch will
reach out more effectively when it,
itself is a healthy fully functioning
church with all the gifts working. When
it becomes a praying church with more
prayer groups, the fruits of the Spirit
will grow and it will become more
powerful in reaching out with the gospel.
Rob McCarthy
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L ; SOME THOUGHTS ON EVANGELISM
if ! “In the winter of 1971-72, after. long and careful planning, we conducted ten

Lo lbinn w

s | | evenings of iastruction in the Christian faith in the great St. Michael's jﬂf
'\"@ ¢ cnurch of Hamburg. We advertised these evenings in press interviews, posters,

A 1 ard filyers, We financed the program through private contributors. oy

oy vhe aundiences, which fluctuated between fifteen hundred and twg thousand
. | persons, were made up of every type and group of the population. The laxge
i nunkber of voung people present was cspecially notable, and they were in t"r
b appearance precisely what we have become accustomed to in our younger 3
generat.ion.

S %¢ | The themes we dealt with were supposed to provide something like a cross- Y,

[ % ' gection of the Christian faith. The first two evenings bad themgs designed N
Y - Yt meet and interest our hearers in the situation in which tney were livang- '
7' we called them “pick-vp themes"" we wanted to "pick oir hearers ug". They

b ' were directed to the inner situation of our listeners and concerktrated
primarily on *the question of the meaning of life and the problem of absurdity.lf
The last evenings dealt with the guestion “Believing - how do you do in?" 5
Both groups of themes, the question of meaning and the practice of Eaith
(excrcitigm fidei) nad been central in our discussion from the very beginning
and constantly yecurred in the several thousand letters which wore sent o

us by members of our audience.

T would like to make a few comments about the way in which the cvenings went:
after an organ pretude, one of the memhers of our group greeted the audience
and announced the theme of the evening. After thinking about it for a long
time, we dispensed with liturgy in order Lo prevent having church strangers
and sccularized nearers gain the impression that we were trying to absorb
them against their will. Rather, we wanted them to feel that they were being
supplied with informaticn; they were supposed to meet people who would ot
suppress any question for so-cglled pious reasons, but who were prepared to
involve themselvwes in the tension between believing and thinking.

I have full understanding for the group opinion which insisted upon thnis wvery
simple type of program, and T went along with it, but I would say now in sell-
criticism that something was lacking for me and that I was not totally at

ase with tinlis decision. 7T could net suppress my feeling that worship
selongs to the witness of the Christian community and that this worship ougnt
to nave been part of our informatien. It could have Leen brief and uncon-
vertrional, but leaving it out completely was something T regretted somewhat.
ror me, our information evenings were a little bit too sober ané ratioral.

I believe Lhat American worsnip services have shown me that the etwozional
eclement, in the music for example, belongs to the service of worship. Cod
wants to be praised with all the powers at our disposal: witn our minds, out
alsa wilh our hearts, witn our intellects, but also with our feelings.

We did, however, agree that I would conclude each evening with a prayer from
the Psalms or a verse trom a hymn. Yeb this did not totally compensate for
W& ra~a the danger I sensed in our approach. That danger was our one-sided appoeal te @J

LS reason, Lo the ratienal faculty of our hearers. We produced teo much of that
, “Lfisﬁ*4which some very popualar evangelists neglect when they concentrate cexclusively
E LIA% 'Uf' on the emotional level of personal identity.

- 5 { put the Gospel encompasses many more areas of lLife than just our reason.

- Kelmut ™ielicke




INTERVIEW

the joy and peace that passes all under-

a8 . » standing, and He made us His own chil-

N

dren. That's a witness. We just say

"I was a sinner, but now I am a child

of God because Jesus died on the cross
of Calvary for my sins”. That means
more than all the preaching in the world.
God can work through the simple test-
imony of ordinary people. That's what

He wants in every ane of our lives.
I'm happy that God appointed a night

in my life about ten years back, with-
out which I strongly doubt whether I
would be living on the face of the
earth today. I was living such a life
before I was saved. But Jesus was
gracious te me, 1 found grace in the
sight of God and He found something

in me. I don't know what it was that
it seemed to be good for Him, but He
chose me and He maxle me His own child
to be a witness for this Jesus,

Brother Abraham is an Indian National
who has been used of God in the es-
tablishment of some twenty conare-
gations in India.

INTERVIEW
God gave me the privelige of starting
my testimony in Jerusalem, in my
birthplace, and then He sent me to
Judea and to Sameria and now to the
uttermeost parts of the carth, Qur God
is a promise keeping God. He never
fails. We fail, but He never does.
He will direct us if we will just yield
aourselves into His hands and say “lord,
here I am, what do you want me to do?
Pirect me.” He will lead you and make
you to lie down in green pastures and
the same in my life, God called me and inte =till waters and you will enjoy
I'm happy that He has made me His witness. His presence. You can erjoy the
beauty of the Good Shepherd..

SERVANT :
Are you a preachor?

ABRAMAM :

In the words of the prophet Amos,

"I am hot a preacher, neither the son

of a preacher. I was just wandering

in the wilderness plucking the fruit of
the fig tree and wandering behind some
sheep. One fine morning, the Lord called
me and now I am prophesying“. It's

When Jesus gave commands to His dise-

iples, He didn't ask them to go and
become mighty preachers. He said, go
into the uttermost parts of the world
and be witnesses unto Me. That's what
Jesus wants for everyone of our lives.
Everyone canunot become a preacher or a
teacher or a prophet, but everyone can
become a witness for Christ,

This is the witness that we have. Once
we were sinnérs. Once we did not know
why we were living in this world, hut
one day we met this Jesus Christ, and
He transformed cur lives. He gave us
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SERVANT :
When the tord called youv £o be His
witness, what happened?

ABRAHAM:

I accepted Jesus Christ when T was at
the University. I had a degree in
Chemistry and I got a lucrative offer
for a nice job in a medical company.
The night hefore T was to accept the
job, I hegan to pray, I wasn't feeling
at all happy, s¢ I changed my way of
praying and said: “Lord what is Your
Will in my life?" After some time,
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Jesus clearly spoke in my heart, and

He said: "My son, I have chosen you to
be an ambassador for Me and I don't
want you to take up any job in this

world."” .
That was a test. I said "ILord, it's

not possible for me."

It's very tough to minister in India.
But the Lord comforted me and I accep-
ted His call. HNow I don't feel sorry
for that and I praise God for allowing
me to make that decision on that night.

I was saved when I was doing my final
year at school, Then I went to the
University as a student, and I used
to organise retreat conferences at
camps. I started a prayer cell inp

my college during the lunch hour., We
would pray and weep for the students
of the college.

I represented my University and State
in the game of table tennis and used

to travel a great deal because of this,
Wherever I went, I never failed to

lift up Jesus. Once I went to a very
cold place high up on a mountain to
play table tennis, It was really cold
and everyone was drinking brandy except
me. I wasn't even drinking coffee

or tea, just milk. They wers so amazed
and they used to come and ask me why!
That would give me an opening to present
the gospel and I would say: "I have
gone through all these things and I
have said goodhye to them all“. Then

I would present Christ to them.

Through that ministry, God touched many
people, When I came back home, I
received letters from some of the
players saying that God had spoken to
their hearts and dealt with them
through my life. I didn't preach to
them.

3ed wants us more than anything, to be

a witness for Him. Sure, He will en-
able us to grow in the knowledge of the
Word, and we can share more deeply about
the things of God, but we should always
bear in mind that even the greatest
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preacher ig basicly a witness for
Christ.

SERVANT:

How do you go about establishing

new Christian Congregations?

ABRAHAM:

Jesus must increase and I must decrease.
Many people were following John the
Baptist and he was increasing until
Jesus came onto the scene, Then he
said, "Behold the Lamb of God" and

we read in the Gospel; that two of
John's disciples then left him and
began to follow Jesus. Right from the
time that Jesus entercd inte the min-
istry, John became a signpost pointing
towards Jesus. All the multitudes that
were following John, started following
Jesus. Then Jesus began to increase

in His ministry, while John became
chained, and lifted up Jesus.

SERVANT :

So when you go to a place to be a
witness to the Lord, you go there to
wittess and lift up Jesus and then
when Jesus begins to appear in the
body, with all the gifts, then you
must decrease and let the body become
the body of Christ.

ABRAHAM:

ﬁight. Always humble yourself before
the presence of God. God will use you,
He has a purpose for everyone of His
children. If God has saved you, He
has a purpose and He will accomplish
it. When you flourish in your ministry,
always be aware that Jesus should be
lifted up. Let His name be glorified.
Not yours, lLater, Jesus was to say,
there was not one born among men that
is greater than John the Baptist. He
became greater than Moses, David and
Solomon. HNot because of his power to
do miracles, not because of anything
apecial in him, but because he lifted
up Jesus and allowed Him to increase.
We naed to die to curselves and allow
Christ to live in us. Then when
pecple see us, they will see Christ
in us.
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There are those among you who know of God the Father of Jesus. How long
will you remain in the shadow of complacency, and fail to thrive as you
de not receive the Son? Perhaps you do not want the Light because you
cannot see the source as the outpouring, but surely you must know that

' without the Son is darkness and without the Son there is no growth.

! Venture forth from beneath the shadows and receive life and light.

There are those who would look to themselves and see only weeds and they
would feel incapable to contribute to the Garden of Life. Thus, they
become wilted and die, giving nothing but ugliness and useless debris

to others.

I tell you, even weeds contribute to 1ife. A hillside covered in
salvation jana is a beautiful pleasure to behold and give nourishment
to other creatures.

A weed is only a weed if it is unwanted and unplanned!

My people, the Creator wanted you, so you were a planned creation. What ' -
do you choose to do with your planting into the earth of this Earth? It ) j
is your responsibility as to whether you will be a blessed plant or a
destructive weed.

There are those among you who were conceived and brought forth to be
precious teachers and supports. Your array of petals might he less, and A
a few of your leaves might be bent and erippled, but I tell you, that
your seeds of support, and the resultant fruits of love are an integral
part in this life.

Look towards the Risen Son and receive from the Light, your self acceptance.

-

Teachers, listen to these words, you shall only gain a new form when you ¢
die to yourself and arise anew, having sunk your roots deep into the
Heart of the Creatar.

Jane Breeh

Cg : :
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~ Becoming a Christian ?

BEFORE ....

One fairly cold afternoon, when I was
in grade six at school, I became
interested in what the teacher of
religious instruction was saying about
God. Even though I didn't understand
it, I was interested in what was said
there, so I went tec the local church

te have a look and see what it was like.

I was only a really small guy and I
could hardly push open the big doors
of the church. After managing to open
them a bit, I had a look inside. It
was big and scary and I decided that
I'd seen enocugh for today. Maybe I
would come back another time.

I turned around and started walking
away from the church when the minister,
who lived next door to the church,
yelled out to me:

"Where are you going?"
Being if the psychological state I was
in, I misinterpreted him altogether.
That word came just at the wrong time.
I was emotionally charged and it
terrorized me. All I wanted to do was
to run like crazy., I thought he was
going to get fe. Actually all he was
trying to do was to stop me from walk-
ing on his new lawn, but I ran like a
terrified rabbit being chased by a fox.

That was probably the strongest and
most powerful impression of religious
people that I had for the first twenty
vears of my life. I was brought up

by nen-Christian parents. My whole
approach to life was Godless, In spite
of this, as a young person with an
active mind, I was quite open, inter-
ested, and veady to listen to religious
teaching. I was open to this alter=~
native view, but it was gquite contrary
to the way my parents thouwght. The
pressure to be loyal to the way my
parents thought was strangly on me,

It had an incredible hold over me.
That's something that a lot of people
who have been brought up in Christian
families probably don't understand.
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After that initial fright, my interest
in God was turned off for a time. I
was still, however, very serious in my
search for the right goals and values.
There were a few isolated moments
every few years when I thought about
God, but they were not very frequent.
During that time, I would have been
open to some communication with the
issues that I was concerncd about. I
cared about kids on the street, and
what they should be doing while their
parents were in the pubs. If someone
would have spoken to me from a Christian
perspective on these issues, Y would
have been quite copen to that. At
seventeen years, I wrote a letter to
the local paper challenging business
men to put up money te build a youth
centre. They never printed it of
course, because my language was a bit
strong.

For most of my life, T was a pretty
hard-headed person, My own personal
feelings about life, myself and other
people had been severely damaged. I
related to life from the angle of
idealogy, as I was looking for the ideal
rhilosophy of life. My religious ‘
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instruction teacher had presented to me
an ideal in Christianity that I needed
to see being lived out somewhere. I
looked for kindness, goodness, gentleness,
and all of the virtues that come from
Jesus Christ. When I finally became a
Christian, it was because I had come

to a point of desperation where I neéded
to become personally committed to God
and his placing of those qualities in
me. I couldn't live out that Xind of
life by my ownh power. I could never
escape from the guality of life that
Christ lived that is spoken about in
the Word of God. I looked for the
reflection of that in peoples' lives.
The teaching from the Word ¢of God that
I had received in religious instruction
wouldn't erase from my mind, and what
influenced me from that time forward,
was the reflection of the life of
Christ I saw being lived out in

others' lives.

AFTER ....

Since becoming a Christian, my approach
to life has been completely different.
The c¢hange has heen dramatic. I am

not the same person I used to be.
Probably the most significant facteor
has been the sense of security and
confidence that has been growing in

me over the last few years.

When I was a youth, I had good reason

to be insecure because I was acutely
aware that I had no basis for my life.
Since I've known Je¢sus personally, I've
had a confidence that has not left me.
He 's provided me with a foundation

to live on and to relate to others,
which has enabled me to relax. Before

I was a Christian my life was completely
full of tension and insecurity. I
couldn't stay in the same town for

very long because I didn't feel confid-
ent and secure in my relationships.

Now I look forward to long-term
xelationships because I have a confid-
ence that with God's help I can continue
to relate properly. There has been a
millien other ways in which I've
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changed as a person, but that one area
is probably the most significant.

At first I wasn't complerely aware of
what had happened to me. I hadn't had
any in-depth Bible teaching when I first
became a Christian, neither did I have
much understanding about the Christian
life. One thing ! did have, though,
was a joy and a desire to share that
with the many lost persons I personally
knew. I began to evangelic- our of
love for these and I know that people
were influenced by that joy.

early days before
one other aspect

Tooking kack on my
I was a Christian,
in evangelism that I feel to bhe
important, is that people who have heen
brought up as Christians in a tradit-
ional church really accept people

from different cultural traditions.

For instance, in some churches, if

you don't wear a suit, it is taken as

a sign as disrespect and in other
churches, if you don't wear jeans, it's
also taken as a sign of disrespect,
Many young people find that it's not
really the liturgy or the structure of
the church that it's difficult to re-
late to, but it is the cultural pre-
judice that exists within the church
and phony rules and regulaticns that
really have nothing te do with God

at all,

If there is anything that keeps young
converts away from traditional churches,
it is cultural prejudice and not the
tyradition itself. BAs a non-Christian,
1 could sit in on a liturgical service
and enjoy it, but the problem was in
relating to the people and finding a
comman dencominator hetween my culture,
dress and haircut and theirs®. On the
street, a kid wears his tight jeans
and black shirt and his haircut as means
of being safe and accepted among his
peer grvoup. Church people wear unif-
orms in the same way, and appearances
should not be barriers in accepting
each other. We all need to reach out
and love beyond our own preferences
and prejudices.

~afer Jasprizia
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Monthly meetings are continuing to be neld on the first Saturday of the month
at 122 Torrens Rd., Renown Park, in South Australia,

The £.A, Committee meets monthly to prayerfully consider new developments in
prayver groups etc,, while a sub-committee also meets monthly to pray over the
regular Saturday meetings., If you would like to know more about the function
of people receiving the newsletter, write to the Secretary, Dave Trudinger,
24 Gilbert Rd., Somerton Park, S.A., 5044.

The 1979 Lutheran Conference on the Holy Spirit in the United States, this
August, is being attended by Doug Vogelsang and Dennis Mattiske from S.A., as

well as Neil Lehman and Keith Driller from Victoria.

SERVANTS OF CHRIST DEVELOFPMENTS

During the past months, the Servants of Christ Community had been considering
the possibility of becoming a congregation. However, members have decided to
join with the sacramental life of local congregations after much prayer and
discussion with church leaders. Pastor Doug Kuhl has made himself available
for a czll within the L.C.,A. Currently a fellowsnip involving an evangelical
outreach meeting on Sunday evenings and Servant Media is in operation, as well
as the existing household fellowship groups. A new pname for the ministry is
being considered in the light of these developments. Please pray for the
Lord's continuing guidance and support during this time.

WHAT IS REALLY HAPPENING?

The report from Russia of a handwritten prophecy in the sky over Russia sparked
off quite a number of letters and comments. Several people have mentioned
hearing of the same thing from different sources. The particular sources we
had in the April Edition of 'Servant', were the Canadian publication 'The
Evangelist' printed and published by Evangelical Trust Distributors, P.0O. Box
146, Edmonton, Rlberta, Canada and the Latvian Christian Monthly Magazine,
‘Lela Biedrs', October 1978.

Several people have asked why this hasn't appeared in the papers. The answer

is probably simple - because most pecple would not believe it, and subsequently
only Christian publications would carry such an article. Could this mean that
we're going te need more Christian reporting, as time goes on, in order to

find out what's really happening?

*NEW FROM SERVANT TAPES MCRE, MORE, MORE by Dr James Forbes

Dr. Forkes is a negro lecturer in worship and homiletics at Union Theological
Seminary in the United States. He was one of the principle speakers at the
Kansas City Conference on the Holy Spirit. In this outstanding address, Dr.
Forbes urges that there is always more that we can receive from the Lord in
order to be used in His Kingdom. If you like negro gospel preaching, you
will appreciate the Word he pounds out in the message.
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THE WITNESS

One way you may be able to reach out to others is by taking them along to
the musical 'The Witness', which is heing played in many Australian cities
during the coming month. 'The Witness' tells the story of Jesus and the
early church through the eyes and wordes of Peter. Last year it was presented
in England to over 100,000 people with many hundreds committing their lives
to Christ for thne first time. All Christians in this country should be
praying for this ministry and if possible attending and enjoying it. Peter
is being played by well known singer Robert Coleman, who has grown a bushy
beard for the occasion. You may have seen it on some Christian Television
advertisement,

Concert dates for Adelaide: August 15,16; rally date: August 17 at Apollo
Stadium at 7.30 pm.

Concert dates for Perth: August 192,20; rally date: August 21 at Perth
Concert Hall at Sun., 2.30 pm and Mon. 7.30 pm.

"Bvangelization Is the preaching of conversion, directed to the masses, by

the individuval charismatically gifted evangelist. The distinctive features
that raise their preaching above that of the customary sermon are fearlessness
in the choice of methods, spiritual declisliveness in carrylng out the proclam-
ation, the passionate involvement of the evangelist himself, the intensive
prayer, ceolleogulial popular language, the personal spiritual ministry.,”

Heinrich Rendtorff

*BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE....c.veauasasss

October 1977 "A Look at the Charismatic Repnewal"
January 1978 "Does God Still Speak Today?”

Bpril 1978 "Healing"

July 1978 "Spiritual Gifts - Perscnal Relationships”
October 1978 "Loving Oné Anothey - The Acts for Today"
January 1279 "Intercession and wWarfare”

April 1975 “It's a New Day"

If you require 10 or more copies of
'SERVANT' these can be purchased at
40¢ per issue. Write to:-

SERVANT MEDIA,
P.0. Box 179,
Hindmarsh, S.A. 5007

{Please include your name & address and.;“'
payment for the number of copies you B
require.) E e
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* NEW FROM SERVANT MEDIA *

ARCHEISHOP BURNETT IN AUSTRALIA

This exciting series of messages comes to you from Archbishop Burnett of
Capetown. The Axrchbishop relates his understanding of the role of the
Holy Spirit in our life and the parish life of those under his spiritual
care in South Africa. The messages were given during his recent visit
to Australia at the invitation of the Anglican Church. Theologians

and laymen alike will appreciate his frank apprcach to the burning issues
which confront the church today. His is a message of hope as he relates
convictions that have been born out of his experience in the spiritual,
political and social aspects of life,

The following five messages are available in the series:

1. APPROPRIATING OUR BAPTISM - A look at what the Lord is doing
in the lives of his children as they approach him as sons
apprcach their Father, $3.50 (postage incl.)

2., REDEMPTION AND THE KINGDOM - What happens when Christ is at
hand in the world? A look at the alternate society the Lord
creates in the midst of the world. $3.50

3. THE UNITY OF CHRISTIANS - Is Christian love a concept or a
reality? $3.50

4, THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS - What it means to
approach our Father with empty hands and allow Him to work
in our lives. $3.50

5. FULLNESS OF JOY BND EVANGELISM - How the Lord prepares us to
be used as channels of his 1life in order that others might
come to know Him. $3.50

Tapes may be purchased by writing to:

SERVANT MEDIA, i
P.0. Box 179,
HINDMARSH, S.A. 5007

Please enclose your name and address and the number of the tapes
you require. Include $3.50 per tape (cheques pavable to Servant
Media}), or $16.00 for the complete set.

Please send me:

Appropriating our Baptism
Redemption and the Kingdom
The Unity of Christians
The Fulfillment of all Rightecusness _
Fullness of Joy and Evangelism

[ RV (VI
.

Please indicate number required on dotted line.




